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“¿De dónde traes, gigante, blancas geometrías, cúbicos diamantes de tiempo inestable…?” 

(Kåre Aaset, Dikt fra deb breen, 1929) 

 

Eolionimia (the art of naming winds) has been developed in environments of extreme weather conditions 

as a way to confront uncertainty and unpredictability with the human need to control and predictability.  
  
The artist captures different atmospheric phenomena (snowstorms, the effect of wind, fog and other 
agents on icebergs and on Northern lights) thus exploring the notion of incommensurability while rendering 
a sense of astonishment and celebration upon such phenomena.  
 
The body of works displayed in Javier Vallhonrat´s exhibition at Aural Gallery put forward a specific kind of 
relationship with uncertainty and unpredictability from the stand point of meteorology. It can be 
understood as an exploration of the experience of human fragility in the face of Nature and its extreme 
conditions, but also as a way questioning different approaches to landscape´s representations.  

The Eolionimia project revolves around Kåre Aarset, a fictional character who represents the spirit of 
adventure in the Boreal zone during the early twentieth century. Poet and weather observer, Kåre Aarset 
travels to Akureiri, Iceland, in 1929 and 1930, staying in a hut during the winter months while writing his 
collection of poems, "Drikt Breen fra den". 

 

Opening, Saturday, June 13th at 8.30 p.m. 

A Conversation with Javier Vallhonrat and Fernando Gómez de la Cuesta      

Saturday, June 13th | 7.30 p.m. in the gallery. 

 

 
 13.06-31.07.2015                                                                             
 

 

EOLIONIMIA (2011-2015) | Javier Vallhonrat           
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Kåre Aarset (The poet). 2013-2014 

                                                                                                                                                          

            Kåre Aarset (The poet). Stil of the video 

 1930. (Kåre Aarset with pulka.  Stil of the video) 

This intense relationship with Nature is a common feature in many Norwegian and Scandinavian poets in 
general, as well the influence of haikus (Japanese-short poems).  Traditional haiku poems are also an 
inspiration for Javier Vallhonrat, who, in his trips, follows this same radical idea of simplicity by living in 
modest huts in the snow, or sleeping out in the open, sometimes in raining days, hence living in full 
communion with natural phenomena even in extreme weather conditions. 

This experience of solitude and the immersion in such extreme conditions triggers a physically, yet 
delusional, intense state of mind that translates into the images of this exposition. 
 
The exhibition is composed of a set of nine photographs and two videos: 

Kåre Aarset (The poet). 2013-2014 

 

Kåre Aarset (The poet). 2013-2014 

 

Length 7´ 

Kåre Aarset is the pseudonym of the main character of 

the Eolionimia project (the art of naming the winds). 

Between 1929 and 1930, this young carpenter, poet and 

Observer of the Bergen Meteorological Institute, spent 

long periods of time in a hut on the slopes of Hlidarfjall 

near Akureiri in Northern of Iceland, where he wrote his 

poems Drikt Fra den Breen (Poems From the Glacier). The 

video Kåre Aarset (The poet) documents the journey in 

finding the hut used by Kåre Aarset, and the artist's 

attempt to remain there for several nights.  

 

1930. 2014 

Length 6'30'' 

This video is a reenactment of Kåre Aarset´s figure.  This 
amateur poet, who traveled from a young age in the long 
winter seasons with only his skis and pulka as a means of 
locomotion, went across large areas of the Massif 
Jotunheimen in the Northeast of Bergen.  
 
The young Aarset travels through the icy plains of the 
Aarset Massif, whose name derives from the sacred 
abode of the Icelandic Eddas giants, exploring different 
natural atmospheric phenomena: snowstorms, wind 
effect and other agents on the icebergs, and Northern 
lights.  
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Biography 

 

Javier Vallhonrat was born in Madrid in 1953. 

 
Bachelor of Fine Arts and Psychology. This artist chooses photography as his favored resource for 
research, exploring its limits as a language, and creating dialogue with painting, video, performance, 
installation or word.  
 
For over three decades, he has combined his work with teaching in both public and private institutions 
in Austria, Belgium, Canada, Spain, France, Finland, Italy, Japan, Mexico and the UK.  
 
Over the past five years he has worked in many geoclimatic zones, carrying out extended projects. This 
is the context of "Eolionimia", 2011-2015, which is part of a larger body of works entitled "Interactions", 
currently shown at the Museum of Navarra, from May 13 to October 11, 2015.  
 
The work of this artist has been shown in numerous museums and institutions worldwide, presented in 
collections such as the Reina Sofia Museum in Madrid, the Grand Duc Jean of Luxembourg and the 
Museum of Modern Art in Philadelphia, among others.  
 
Sixteen monographs of his work have been published, having been recognized for his work with 

numerous awards, most notably the National Photography Prize, the Prize of Photography of the 

Community of Madrid, the Photography Prize of the City of Madrid and the Prize Bartolomé Ros Photo 

España.  
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