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Relationship between art and society is based on the ability of the artistic work to 

communicate with the audience. Sooner or later, the art project will generate documentary 

information that becomes the memory of the gallery and the artist. This has been 

expressed in different types of registers, catalogues and audiovisual documents. Thus, the 

documentary is able to create a historical narrative, one of the aims of this exhibition.  

 

Hito Steyerl states that use of documentary strategies is one of the most significant features 

concerning contemporary art in recent decades. It is not only generated through 

productions of a reflexive and experimental type. After all, it is natural that they have their 

place in a museum or a gallery, but also via documentaries strictly speaking, being 

considered as pieces of a didactic and realistic nature.  

 

In this regard, the term "documenting" leads us to think about the concept of 

interpretation or direct copying of a reality. Such notion consists of representing and 

capturing, faithfully, elements of an observable and verifiable reality, thereby offering a 

visual testimony. Nevertheless, apart from authentically being investigating and 

documenting a particular situation, artists often insert their personal emotions and feelings 

too. Consequently, the artist appears as a narrator in the first person or also talking and 

chatting in a conversation with others who worm out, warn, or reveal questions being 

sometimes invisible and that will shed light on the author's approaches. 

 

Here we consider the documentary as a record of an artistic trajectory or a specific project, 

for instance, from a perspective more related to the thinking and research dimension of 

the artist. Our gallery's commitment to the work of artists will demand, in turn, equal work 

that will favour the process of documentary registration, as an integral part of the activity 

that the gallery must carry out for further understanding of the complexity during creative 

processes. Thus, we try to make such processes accessible and close to the public, 

connoting it as an explanatory, didactic space which is revealing and teaching. Hence, we 

consider the creation of documentary archives as one of the main means of determining 

the sense of values related to cultural and artistic heritage, allowing its identification, 

recognition, as well as contributing to understand contemporary art and all its values. 


